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PROCEEDINGS 


Promptly  at  12  m.  Pres.  J.  H.  Evans  called  the  Alliance 
to  order.  The  choir  sang  "Leaning  on  the  Everlasting  Arm" 
and  the  chaplain,  Rev.  C.  C.  Williams,  led  in  prayer  and  the 
Alliance  was  opened  in  due  form.  Secretary  H.  E.  Thomp- 
son then  called  the  roll  and  the  following  counties  responded: 

Bertie— W.  L.  Baker,  0.  F.  White. 

Cumberland— T.  A.  Geddie,  J.  R.  Mclntyre. 

Edgecombe— M.  P.  Edwards,  R.  D.  Trevathan. 

Franklin — Rev.  C.  C.  Williams. 

Guilford — G.  T.  Lane. 

Johnson — W.  A.  T.  Durham. 

Orange — P.  M.  Sykes. 

Rowan — T.  P.  Johnston. 

Wayne— P.  C.  Caldwell. 

Wilson— J.  A.  McKeel,  W.  R.  Dixon. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  following  committees: 
Credentials— J.  C.  Bain,  M.  P.  Eadwards,  W.  L.  Baker. 
Resolutions -J.   A.    Davis,    P.   C.   Caldwell,   W.  R.    Dixon, 

T.  P.  Johnson.  J.  C.  Bain. 
Constitution  and   By   Laws — C.   F.   Cates,   C.   C.   Williams, 

J.  A.  McKeel. 

Business  Agency — M.  P.  Edwards,  O  F.  White,  T.  A.  Geddie. 
Organ— H.  M.  Cates,  Moses  Creech,  P.  M.  Sykes. 
Education — J.  E.  Petterson,  W.  A.  T.  Durham,  W.  L.  Baker. 
Lecturing — R.  D.  Trevathan,  J   R.  Mclntyre,  J.  W.  Denmark. 
Legislation  — H.  E.  Thompson,  J.  E.  Peterson,  J.  C.  Bain. 

On  motion  the  Alliance  adjourned  for  dinner. 

Afternoon  Session,  August  11,  1914 

At  3:30  the  President  called  the  Alliance  to   order   and   in 


the  absence  of  the  Vice-President,  J.  E.  Petterson  was  made 
Vice-President. 

The  Credentials  Committee  reported  all  counties  as  record- 
ed above  entitled  to  seats. 

The  President  read  his  address  as  follows: 


Lecturer's  Report 

Hillsboro,  N.  C, 
August  11,  1914. 
To  the  officers  and  members  of  the   State   Alliance   now  in 

session;  I  beg  to  make  the  following  report. 

While  it  may  not  so  appear  on  the  books  of  our  worthy 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Farmers  Alli- 
ance or  North  Carolina  is  a  great  deal  stronger  than  it  was 
a  year  ago  and  our  members  are  more  determined  to  stand 
firm  and  go  forward  than  ever  before. 

One  of  the  great  reasons  that  we  do  not  make  a  better 
showing  is  that  so  many  of  our  people  will  fail  to  pay  dues 
this  quarter  and  next  quarter  some  other  subscriber  will 
fail  to  do  the  same  thing  but  we  find  very  much  encourage- 
ment to  push  along  the  work  in  many  of  the  counties. 

With  best  wishes  to  all,  I  am  as  ever  your  friend; 

H.  M.  GATES 

Secretary-Treasurer's  Report 

To  the  officers  and  members   of   the    North  Carolina    Far- 
mers State  Alliance: 
Brethren,  I  have  presented  to   the    Executive   Committee 

my  financial  report.     H.  E.  Tnompson,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Chaplain's  Report 

Dear  President  and  Brethren: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  health  of  the 
order  was  never  better  and  but  few  of  our  number  have 
been  called  into  eternity.     C.  C.  Wells,  Chaplin, 
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PRESIDENT  EVANS  ADDRESS 


Ddivered  to  Annual  Convention  of  State  Farm- 
ers Alliance  of  Hiilsboro,  Aug.  11 

To  the  North  Carolina  Farmers'  State  Alliance  in  Session  As- 
sembled: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  bring  to  you  an  account  of  my 
Stewardship  to  this,  your  twenty-eight  annual  meeting  of  this 
grand  old  Brotherhood,  on  this  the  eleventh  Day  of  August, 
1914,  at  this  old  historic  ground  at  Hiilsboro. 

To  say  I  am  glad  to  meet  with  this  Alliance  family  around  our 
Altar  does  not  half  express  it,  for  you  show  me  by  your  presence 
hare  that  you  haven't  yet  quit  the  faith.  And  if  any  of  you  have 
quit  and  come  back  again  you  have  followed  the  example  of  one 
of  the  grandest  characters  that  ever  lived:  (The  Apostle  Peter) 
and  I  say  to  all  those  who  have  quit  you  have  followed  the  path 
of  the  unfiithful.  Some  may  have  deserted  our  family  because 
we  did  not  turn  the  world  up  side  down  in  a  short  time,  and  their 
impatience  got  the  best  of  them. 

You  mast  remember,  brethren,  that  great  principles  and  great 
reforms  come  slowly  if  they  are  at  all  permanent.  And  from  the 
foundation  of  this  great  world  man's  impatience  has  caused  him 
to  lose.  I  want  to  impress  upon  you  that  great  results  come 
slow  and  in  the  language  of  Him  who  was  great,  let  me  beg 
you  to  run  the  race  set  before  you  with  patience.  Looking  for- 
ward with  greater  achievements  than  we  have  ever  yet  dreamed 
of,  for  the  organizing  of  farmers  was  a  child  of  necessity  and  the 
demand  for  their  still  being  organized  is  greater  than  ever  before. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  there  was  one  millionaire  in 
America  and  now  they  have  multiplied  by  the  thousands  and  we 
hive  today  multi-millionaires,  combines  monopolies  and  trusts, 
aid  the  only  salvation  of  the  farmers  to  keep  them  from  being 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  is  to  stand  together  and 
claim  our  just  rights.  This  brotherhood  has  been  a  great  bene- 
factor and  a  boom  for  higher  education  of  the  rural    classes   and 


no  order  dare  claimes  to  have  accomplished  so  much  along  this 
line  as  the  Alliance.  We  are  the  fathers  of  the  rural  mail,  rural 
telephones,  rural  education  and  agricultural  colleges. 

No  order  has  done  as  much  in  lifting  the  scales  of  ignorance 
and  prejudice,  and  breaking  ud  sectional  hatred,  for  this  order 
knows  no  North,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West,  believes  in  one 
true  God  the  maker  of  all  men  equal  and  has  only  the  establish- 
ment of  equity,  justice  and  equal  rights  to  all  men  and  special 
privileges  to  none,  and  this  may  account  for  so  many  quitters  in 
the  Alliance,  thev  wanted  special  privileges. 

The  task  of  the  alliance  is  not  yet  finished.  Many  a  good 
man  has  been  put  out  of  commission  because  of  his  adherence 
to  our  order  and  many  have  been  made  prominent  because  they 
took  the  advantage  of  us,  but  do  not  be  discouraged,  look  for- 
ward, not  backward,  look  in  and  not  out,  look  up  and  not  down, 
look  to  live  and  not  repelling,  look  to  love  and  not  repelling, 
look  to  love  and  not  to  hate,  by  doing  these  we  will  observe  the 
golden  rule  and  this  will  place  us  on  higher  planes  of  fraternal 
friendship. 

Now,  brethren,  we  are  not  only  a  fraternal  order,  but  a  busi- 
ness order,  and  we  have  some  business  plans,  and  I  want  to  re- 
commend for  your  consideration  some  improvements  upon  the 
handling  of  our  headquarters  here  at  Hillsboro.  Community 
value  has  enhanced  the  value  of  our  property  seven  fold,  (and  I 
reccommend  the  selling  or  leasing  of  our  property  on  such  con- 
tracts as  will  be  self-supporting.)  Our  business  agent  should  be 
at  our  headquarters  and  should  receive  the  patronage  of  the  en_ 
tire  brotherhood.  And  your  executive  committee  should  do  all 
they  could  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  business  agent  and 
make  our  order  more  co-operative. 

While  the  Alliance  has  accomplished  many  needed  reforms 
through  our  State  and  national  law-making  bodies,  yet  there's 
a  great  demand  for  needed  legislation.  Land  speculators  should 
be  prohibited.  The  dealing  in  farm  products,  in  false  contracts 
should  be  prohibited.  We  should  encourage  a  better  rural  credit 
system  in  North  Carolina.  We  need  a  curtailing  of  expenses  in 
office  holding,  money  for  public  education,    for  every    time    our 


taxes  are  increased  they  increase  officers.  We  need  a  stronger 
compulsory  school  law,  we  need  to  encourage  a  better  child  1a- 
bor  law.  I  have  touched  on  many  subjects  that  need  your  care- 
ful attention. 

This  order  has  been  a  great  benefactor  in  bringing  many  need- 
ed reforms,  and  blessings  to  our  country.  The  task  of  the  Alli- 
ance is  not  yet  finished.  Let  us  go  forward  upon  higher  planes 
of  religious,  moral,  and  educational  standing,  so  when  our  lives 
shall  ebb  out  and  we  have  to  go  the  way  of  all  flesh,  may  we 
prove  ourselves  worthy  of  the  plaudit,.  Well  done  good  and  faith- 
ful Alliance. 
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Executive  Committee's  Report 

The  Executive  Committee  begs  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

We  have  examined  the  books  of  H.  E.  Thompson,  Secre- 
tary &  Treasurer,  State  Business  Agent,  and  find  same  to 
be  correct  and  kept  in  good  condition  and  order. 

The  statement  is  as  follows: 

RECEIPTS 

August  1st  1913  Balance  in  Bank $    34.65 

Received  from  fee?  and  dues    135.05 

"    Trustees 832.00 

"    Virginia-Carolina  Chemical  Company.     486.39 

"     Order  for  goods  etc 1,204.60 

$2,692.69 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Paid  to  Tar  Heel  Farmer.  $   278.15 

"     "  State  Lecturer  233.60 

"     "  Sec-Treas.  State  Business  Agent 486.50 

"     "  Merchandise  and  other  things 1,441.76 

Balance  in  Bank .      252.68 

$2,692.69 

Trustees'  Report 

Hon.  John  Graham, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee  North    Carolina   Farmers 
State  Alliance. 
Dear  Brother: 

I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  B.  A.  Fund,  for  the 
fbai  ending,  August  1st.  1914. 

The  Fund  consists  of $  8,000,  North  Caro- 
lina 4 %  bonds.  _$8,000 


Mortgage  on  Hillsboro  Property 7,468 

Total___  ^$15,468 
Sold  this  year  by    order    of   Executive     Committee-one 
bond $1,000 

EARNINGS 
1913 

August  1st,  on  hand $187.07 

Expenses  to  Alliance  Session $    9.45 

August  13,  Check  to  S.B.  Agent 100.00 

November  13,  Cash  for  Bond 35.00 

1914 

August  1,  Salary 100.00 

Postage  and  Stationery..  1.50 

Total $245.95 

January  1st Coupon  $180.00 

July  1st Coupon  $160,00 

"~i 1527.07 

$245.95 

Balance $281.12 


ACCOUNT  WITH  STATE  BUSINESS  AGENT 


August  25th,  Check $  150.00 

August  28th,  Check 82.00 

Interest  on  $500  Note 15.00 

October  28th,  Interest  on  Note 5.50 

October  28th,  Check 150.00 

1914 

January  1st,  Check 200.00 

January  13th,  Check 150.00 

$752.50 

H.  M.  Cates  Account 149.50 

Total __     902.00 

N.  B.  Sold  two  $500  Bonds 1,000.00 

Less ,902.00 

Balance 98.00 

Paid  State  Business  Agent  Aug. 13,-'13_$100.00 

Total  Paid   State  Business  Agent, 732.50 

plus  $100  plus  interest  20.50 852.50 

Balance  on   Earnings ._ 281.12 

Balance  on  Sale  of  Bonds 98.00 

Total,  August  1st,  1914 379.12 

W.  A.  GRAHAM,  Trustee. 


The  resignation  of  Major  W.  A.  Graham  was  then  read 
and  upon  motion,  was  accepted. 

On  motion  our  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Business  Agent 
was  required   to  live  at  our  headquarters. 

Resolutions  were  then  read  from  Cumberland,  Bertie  and 
Wilson  Counties  strongly  opposing  the  sale- or  gift  of  our 
hsadquarters  for  any  purpose.  After  some  discussion,  they 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  the  Alliance  adjourned  until  8  p.  m, 


EVENING  SESSION 

At  8  p.  m.  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order  and  after  sing- 
ing and  prayer  the  President  declared  the  Alliance  ready  for 
business. 

A  letter  was  then  read  from  Brother  John  Graham,  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Committee,  who  was  indisposed  and 
could  not  be  present. 

The  following  resolutions  were  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved:  that  the  Bertie  County  Farmers  Alliance  this 
day  assembled,  July  9,  1914,  epxress  to  our  worthy  State 
Business  Agent  our  appreciation  of  his  valuable  services  to 
the  brotherhood  and  ask  the  State  to  encourage  him  in  his 
efforts. 

o.  F.  WHITE, 
THAD  A.   PERRY 
H.   C,   DUNDALOW, 

Committee 


Education  Committee  Report 

Resolved,  Thar  the  Farmers  Alliance  emphasize  its  strong 
allegiance  to  the  cause  of  education  along  practical  lines, 
we  feel  gratified  at  the  efforts  and  accomplishments  of  our 
organization  in  the  matter  of  education  in  the  past  and  de- 
clare our  faithfulness  in  the  future;  as  we  believe  this  gives 
all  our  people  an  equal  chance  in  the  race  for  life. 

We  realize  that  there  is  too  much  of  the  money  that  ought 
to  be  used  for  the  education  of  our  children,  goes  into  the 
salaries  of  those  who  handle  and  pay  out  this  great  fund 
that  is  taxed  from  our  people. 

We  recommend  that  the  next  Legislature  investigate  the 
charge  that  some  are  making  that  there  is  a  trust  on  school 
books  in  good  old  North  Carolina. 

J.   E.   PETERSON 

w.  A.  T,  DURHAM      y    Committee 

W.   L.   BAKER  | 

J.   C.   BAIN 
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On  motion  the   Alliance   adjourned  until  Wednesday   at 
8;30  a.  m. 
Prayer  by  tne  Chaplain. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING  AUGUST  12,  1914 

At  8:30  a.  m.  Alliance  assembled  and  engaged  in  singing 
"How  Firm  a  Foundation"  and  prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  Alliance  was  then  opened  in  due  form. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved;  that  we  hereby  recommend  our  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  so  arrange  and  pay  salaries  to  our  State  officers; 
that  same  will  come  within  the  receipts  or  profits  of  our 
State  Alliance  during  the  ensuing  year. 

That  we  ask  the  President  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
to  confer  with  a  like  committee  of  the  Farmers  Union  on 
business  relations. 

W.   R.   DIXON,   Chairman 

The  following  committee  was  appointed:  H.  E.  Thomp- 
son, H.  M.  Cates,  R.  D   Trevathan. 

Committee  of  Fraternal  Greetings 
The    Farmers  Educational    and    Co-operative  Union  of- 
America,  North  Carolina  Division  was  appointed  as  follows 
H.  E.  Thompson,  R.  D.  Trevathan  and  H.  M.  Cates. 

On  motion  our  Secretary  was  requested  to  write  Brothers 
W.  A.  Capehart  and  Ex-President  J.  M.  Mitchell  and  express 
to  them  our  sympathy  in  their  afflictions. 

Committee  on  Organ  made  the  following  report: 
We,  the  undersigned  Committee  on  Organ,  realizing  that 
Printer's  Ink  is  one  of  the  most  forceful   factors   in   all  the 
earth. 

The  old  saying,  "The  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword"  we 
believe,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  we  recommend  that  the  Farmers  Alliance 
of  North  Carolina  continue  to  hold  stock  and  furnish  an 
editor  for  the  Farmers  Alliance  Department  ■  in  the  "Caro 
lina  Farmer"  and  the  State  Alliance  to  pay  him  not  less  than 
$25.00  per  month  for  the  next  twelve  months,  Thursday 
August  11,  1914. 

MOSES  CREECH 
P.   M.   SYKES 

Committee 
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Resolved,  That  the  State  Alliance  approves  of  the  Caro- 
lina Farmer  and  recommends  that  our  membership  stand  by 
it  and  give  it  their  support  by  their  subscription. 

W.  L.  BAKER. 

Resolved,  by  the  North  Carolina  Farmers  State  Alliance  in 
session  at  Hillsboro  August  12,  1914,  that  with  regret  we  ac- 
cept the  resignation  of  Maj.  Graham  as  trustee  of  our  Busi- 
ness Agency  fund  and  we  wish  to  express  to  him  the  high 
position  he  holds  in  our  hearts  for  the  magnificent  manner 
in  which  he  has  held  our  funds  secure,  never  failing  to 
sound  the  note  of  alarm  when  extravagance  and  misappro- 
priation has  raised  its  haad. 

The  gratitude  of  the  Alliance  is  due  him  for  his  faithful- 
ness in  the  paat  and  true  ring  he  gives  out  for  the  future. 

May  God  bless  him,  make  His  face  shine  upon  him  and  to 
grant  him  His  peace  is  our  prayer. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  shall  transmit  to  Maj.  Gra- 
ham a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

The  subject  of  segregation  was  discussed  by  several 
members  and  approved. 

On  motion  Alliance  adjourned  for  dinner. 

At  2  o'clock  the  President  opened  the  Alliance  in  due  form. 
And  the  door  was  then  opened  and  Mr.  Eury,  editor  of  the 
North  Carolina  Farmer,  was  introduced  by  the  President 
and  spoke  for  the  paper  which  is  the  organ  of  the  Farmers 
State  Alliance.  After  the  speech  of  Mr.  Eury  the  Alliance 
went  into  executive  session. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  the  note  of  alarm  coming  from  all  Alliance  sour- 
ces warns  us  that  there  must  be  a  change  for  the  bet- 
ter in  our  financial  system 

Resolved:  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  up  the 
business  of  getting  a  fair  return  for  our  landed  investment, 
either  by  sale  or  lease,  always  reserving  enough  of  our  prop- 
erty for  a  home  for  our  State  Alliance. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


T.  P.  JOHNSTON 
T.  J.  OLDHAM 
CHAS.    F.  CATES 

Committee 
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A  committee  to  carry  out  said  resolutions  was  appointed 
as  follows:    T,  P.  Johnson,  T.  J.  Oldham  and   Chas.  Cates. 

The  hour  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
having  arrived. 

They  were  elected  as  follows:  H.  E.  Thompson  was  unan- 
imously elected  President.  He  thanked  them  for  the  honor 
and  confidence  the  Alliance  conferred  upon  him,  but  could 
not  accept  it.  Bro.  T.  J.  Oldham  was  then  elected.  He 
also  thanked  them  but  declined  to  serve.  Whereupon  Bro. 
C.  B.  Barnes  of  Rocky  Mount  was  unanimously  chosen 
President. 

Vice  President,  J.  C.  Bain,  Wade,  N.  C. 

Secretary  Treasurer  and  State  Business  Agent,  J.  H.  Evans, 
Ahoskie,  N.  C,  who  will  live  at  Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  C.  Williams,  Spring  Hope,  N.  C. 

Leoturer,  H.  M.  Cates,  Graham,  N.  C. 

Steward,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  Gotdsboro,  N.  C. 

Door  Keeper,   G.  T.  Lane,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Assistant  Door  Keeper,  H.  H.   Thompson,  Hillsboro,  N.  C. 

Executive  Committee,  John  A.  Davis,  Tarboro,  N.  C.  for  5  years. 

Trustee  of  Business  Agent's  fund,  H.  E.  Thompson,  Stantons- 
burg,  N.  C.  for  3  years. 

All  the  officers  were  then  duly  installed. 

No  further  businsss  appearing:  the  Alliance  closed  ore  of  its 
mjst  profitable  meetings  by  singirg ''Blest  Be  the  Tie"  and  our 
Ciaplain  asking  the  Lord's  Blessiag  upon  us  until  we  meet    again. 

J.  H.  EVANS,  President 

H.  E.  THOMPSON  Secretary 


